


BRAD White hasn’t seen 
one himself, but platypus 
have been sighted in recent 
years in the Thomson 
River running through his 
Riverslea dairy farm.

The shy marsupials are 
something of a barometer of 
river health, so their return to 
the riverbanks of the farm is a 
sign that things are heading in 
the right direction.

Having the Thomson River on 
his doorstep makes farm life 
all the more pleasurable for 
Brad, but also keeps him aware 
of his connection to the wider 
environment.

 “We see the river all the time 
because we pump out of it, so 
we see first-hand what is going 
past and what is going back 
into it,” he said.

“When you revegetate you see  
a lot more birdlife and fauna 
on the property and we’ve even 
seen platypus on this place.”

Further downstream, the  
Gippsland Lakes is a sensitive 
environment that needs support 
from those who are custodians 
of its feeder rivers and streams.

“You hear about when 
they do have issues and I 
know personally that we’ve 
contributed to that in the past 
as farmers,” Brad said.

 “We try and do the right thing, 
it’s for everyone’s benefit. 

“There are a lot of people who 
use the lakes and we need to do 
our bit.”

Doing 
his bit

Better farms, better environment

CONSTANT improvement is a 
mantra of all good dairy farmers.

Brad White is no exception, with the 
32-year-old always looking for an edge 
in how to develop his 450 acre property.

Technology is at the forefront of his 
thinking as he looks at how to better 
use his most valuable asset – the 450 
mega litres of high reliability irrigation 
water allocated to the main property 
each year.

“Last year we put in the first lot  
of automation irrigation to better 
control the flood irrigation” he said

“Each outlet on every bay has  
a unit sitting on top which is solar 
powered and is all controlled via the 
internet.

“We can put in irrigation  
scheduling to fully automate our  
flood irrigation which helps reduce  
the runoff.” 


